
 School Days 

Knowledge Important people and 

jobs 

Vocabulary  

 
Victorian era  
The Victorian era was the time from 1837 to 
1901 when Queen Victoria was the monarch of 
the United Kingdom.  
 
Lessons  
Reading, writing and arithmetic were called the 
three Rs. They were the most important lessons 
in Victorian schools alongside religious educa-
tion. Other lessons included needlework for girls 
and woodwork for boys  
 
Classrooms  
Some classrooms held up to 70 or 80 children. 
Boys and girls sat separately. Children sat in rows 
and faced the front. The teacher used a black-
board and wrote with chalk. Children wrote on 
slates with slate pencils.  
 
Punishments 
 There were many punishments in Victorian 
classrooms. Teachers hit children with a cane if 
they misbehaved or made them wear a dunce’s 
hat if they hadn’t worked hard enough.  

Samuel Wilderspin was a teacher who is 
known as the founder of infant education. 
He had enjoyed learning at home and 
looked forward to going to school. When 
he started school he didn’t like the strict 
teachers or the boring lessons. He be-
lieved that children should enjoy school 
and be happy. He invented the school 
playground so children could play outside  
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