
 

 

 

Magnificent Monarchs 

Knowledge Important jobs and people Vocabulary  
What is a monarchy? A monarchy is a country that has a 
king or queen as head of state. The king or queen is 
known as the monarch.  
 
Monarchy in the United Kingdom.  There have been over 
60 monarchs since Alfred the Great in AD 871. Elizabeth II 
was the longest reigning British monarch until she died in 
2022. The monarch today is Charles III.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Power of the monarchy The power of the monarchy has 
changed over time. In the past, some monarchs had ab-
solute power. This meant that they could do whatever 
they wanted. Today, there is a constitutional monarchy. 
This means that the monarch is controlled by parliament 
and the government  

Six significant sovereigns  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


